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If you would like to read the consultation document/questions (22 pages) these can be found at:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/equal-civil-marriage/
this link also includes the Government’s Impact Assessment. 

We are not giving you all the questions in the consultation as some of them relate to people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender only or are for groups that represent their interests only; 
if you wish to respond to those questions directly, you can find them in the above link and can reply individually. 
Mothers’ Union is replying as an organisation, but, for this consultation, is representing members in England and Wales only.

If you have any queries on this consultation that you would like to ask the Mothers’ Union about before you reply to our questions, please email fleur.dorrell@themothersunion.org 
or ring Mary Sumner House on 0207 222 5533.
Thank you for your time and consideration as this will help us to make a truly representative response on behalf of the Mothers’ Union.
Fleur Dorrell, Head of Faith & Policy.

QUESTIONNAIRE to be returned to Fleur Dorrell at the address on page 1. 
NAME OF DIOCESE

............................................................................................

Please tick if this is an INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE ..........................................................


Please tick if this is a GROUP RESPONSE ..........  How many people in group?............ 
Tick each question with your answer and any comments as appropriate.

Question 1: Do you agree or disagree with enabling all couples, regardless of their gender, to have a civil marriage ceremony?

Agree



Disagree


Don’t know

Question 2: Please explain the reasons for your answer. Please respond within approx 200 words.

Question 3: The Government does not propose to open up religious marriage to same-sex couples. Do you agree or disagree?

Agree



Disagree


Don’t know

Question 4: Do you agree or disagree with keeping the option of civil partnerships once civil marriage is available to same-sex couples?

Agree



Disagree


Don’t know

Question 5: The Government is not considering opening up civil partnerships to opposite-sex couples. Do you agree or disagree? 
Agree



Disagree


Don’t know

Question 6: Do you agree or disagree that there should be a time limit on the ability to convert a civil partnership into a marriage?

Agree – there shouldn’t be a time limit

Disagree – there should be a time limit

Don’t know

Question 7: Do you agree or disagree that there should be the choice to have a civil ceremony on conversion of a civil partnership into a marriage?

Yes, there should be an option

No, there shouldn’t be an option

Don’t know

Question 8: Are you aware of any costs or benefits that exist to either the public or private sector, or individuals that we have not accounted for with the proposed changes? Please respond within approx 200 words.

Question 9: Do you have any other comments on the proposals within this consultation? Please respond within approx 200 words.
MU RESPONSE TO THE UK GOVERNMENT’S CONSULTATION ON EQUAL CIVIL MARRIAGE.


In March 2012 the UK Government announced its commitment to enabling same-sex couples to have the option of a civil marriage in a civil ceremony in England and Wales. 





The Government Equalities Office has issued � HYPERLINK "https://muemail.themothersunion.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx" \t "_blank" �a consultation �and the key proposals are:


to enable same-sex couples to have a civil marriage i.e. only civil ceremonies in a register office or other approved premises (such as a hotel);


to make no changes to religious marriage.  This will continue to be legally possible between a man and a woman only;


to retain civil partnerships for same-sex couples and allow couples already in a civil partnership to convert this into a marriage;


that civil partnership registrations on religious premises will continue as is currently possible, �i.e. on a voluntary basis for faith groups and with no religious content;


that individuals will be able to legally change their gender without having to end their marriage.


Current legislation allows same-sex couples to enter into a civil partnership but not civil marriage.


The Government believes that the consultation will be of particular interest to:


members of the public - particularly those currently in a marriage or civil partnership or those wishing to legally register their relationship in future


lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender organisations


religious organisations


local authorities, including registrars responsible for conducting civil marriage ceremonies


organisations with an interest in families and relationships


comments from all other interested parties are also welcome


Current situation regarding marriage and civil partnerships in England and Wales. 


In Church


Man and woman can have a marriage ceremony.


Man and woman can have a blessing, prayer of dedication service of dedication (discretionary).


Man and woman can have a renewal of vows.


Same-sex couples can have a civil partnership ceremony with no religious content (only with agreement of the denomination concerned).





Civil Register Office/Secular buildings


Man and woman can have a marriage ceremony with no religious content.


Same-sex couples can have a civil partnership ceremony with no religious content.





Currently prohibited in Church


Same-sex couples cannot have a marriage ceremony.





Currently prohibited in Civil Register Office/Secular buildings


Man and woman cannot have a civil partnership ceremony. 






























































WHAT WE’D LIKE YOU TO DO:


Mothers’ Union will be making an organisational response and would therefore value your opinions on this issue. We understand that the deadline is very tight but if you have time, please reply to us either as an individual or discuss this consultation among your members and answer the questions overleaf. 


DEADLINE FOR MEMBERS’ RESPONSES: 11th MAY 2012 as the F&P Unit has to collate all responses for final submission by 14th June 2012.


EMAIL OR SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO: �Email:	Fleur Dorrell, Head of Faith & Policy  � HYPERLINK "mailto:fleur.dorrell@themothersunion.org" �fleur.dorrell@themothersunion.org�


Send:	Fleur Dorrell, The Mothers’ Union, 24 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3RB.

















PREPARATION AND QUESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP USE





Before you begin your discussions and readings of the questions, it might be helpful to spend some time in prayer.  Ask God to guide you on behalf of the Mothers’ Union as you approach this issue and answer the questions overleaf.





Suggested Opening Prayer





Lord,


as we meet together, help us to listen, to understand and to remember.


Help us to be aware that we are meeting not simply with each other, but with you:


make your presence real to each one of us.


As we listen help us to concentrate, so we hear what is intended and what is your will.


Give us courage to say what needs to be said �and humility to respect opinions with which we do not agree. �Amen





When you have finished your discussions you may wish to end with a prayer.





Suggested Closing Prayer





We thank you Father for this time together.  �As we consider same-sex marriage issues, �please continue to guide and inspire us.


As we grow in relationship with each other, �please fill us with your love.


As we leave this place, �please assure us of your presence with us. �Amen





Reflection:


Faith is a living, restless thing. It cannot do nothing. We are not saved by works; but if we do no works, there must be something wrong with our faith.  Martin Luther, 1483-1586.
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